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Let’s talk abou Communication competences

| Discussing issues and
| persuading

1 Work with a partner. When
was the last time you tried to persuade
someone? What was it about?

Were you successful?

Z=

Questions are often used by a speaker to give
information rather than to ask a question:

Did you know that ...?

They can also be asked in a way that simply
wants the listener to agree with what the person
has just said:

Don't you think that ...?

2 OQus [IETATTINTITET Does Isela persuade Zac to change his mind about her cause?

o Zac  Hi! What are you doing here? Isela Of course we should try to reduce our energy
’ Isela We’re giving out information about plastic consumption, but that’s not the point. All of us use
waste. plastic and when it’s in a landfill site, it can take up
Zac | didn’t know you were interested in to 400 years to disappear! Did you know that?
A environmental issues. Zac No, | didn’t realize it was that long.
) Isela  Of course | am! It’s a really important issue. You Isela In the Pacific Ocean, there’s an area of plastic
'ﬂ really ought to read about it. Did you know waste that covers about one million square
k| that only about nine percent of all plastic waste kilometers. You have to admit, that’s pretty serious. ’
| is recycled? Don’t you think that’s bad? Zac You're right. That’s terrible!
' Zac Yes, | suppose it is. But try to see it from Isela Itsureis. Can | persuade you to take
another point of view. Recycling uses up a leaflet now?
energy—and it causes some pollution, too. Zac  OK—you win!

Haven’t you ever thought about that?

3 [ZIETIA Practice the dialogue in exercise 2.

4 @ o7 [TEIETIE] Complete the phrases from the dialogue. Then listen, check, and repeat.

Persuasive language

You really /should (read about it). C = s =
(7 g Dy Jtha.7)

. . o
youin Rty (ad): Try to it from another point of view.

1 you ever thought about that? ( Thatsnof the K )

|
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ou T G (I S Canl you to (take a leaflet now)?
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5 Rewrite the sentences using the words in parentheses and the questions
and phrases in exercise 4.
1 In my opinion, this is an important cause. (you/think?)
2 Please donate your old clothes. (I/ persuade?)
3 Eight million tons of plastic is thrown in the world’s oceans every year. (you/know?)
4 You need to think about your ecological footprint. (you/ought)

6 [ZTIA Choose one of these situations and follow the instructions.
* Think of reasons to support each side of the argument. Make notes.
« Each person chooses a side. Then try to persuade each other.
* Finish the dialogue with one person being persuaded to change his/her mind.

Student A: you want
Student B to sign
a pefition against
building a new airport

next fo your town.

Student B: you don't
see the point.

In my opinion, global warming doesn’t exist.
jOINOn9 e (You really ought to/ should read about it. |

S8

'- Beat the clock
\ How many problems and solutions can you remember from the first vocabulary
section of this unit in three minutes? Add them to the mind map.
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ZIITIA Sometimes friends argue about less serious topics! Pick a topic from the
following (or one of your own) and write a dialogue. Practice it with your partner.
Remember to use phrases from Real English.

The best dessert

A blind date vs. an arranged date
Superheroes

The weather
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