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Let’s talk abou Communication competences

Asking for, giving, and
refusing permission

1 Work with a partner.
When was the last time you asked for
permission to do something? Who did
you ask? Did they agree? Why? /Why not?
Z=

When asking permission to do something, we
often don't ask the question directly, but use
phrases such as Could | possibly ... or | was
wondering if ...

2 © Qo [ETATETNTITET] Which three requests about work does Zac make to his boss, Jenny?

—y Does she say yes or no?

Jenny How’s it going today, Zac? Zac And | was wondering if | could miss a couple

Zac  Oh, not too bad, thanks, Jenny. It was busy of Saturdays in August so | can go on vacation.
this morning! Jenny Yes, of course, but you must choose the dates and

Jenny |know! | haven’t sat down yet today! write them on the calendar as soon as possible.

Zac  Now thatit’s quieter, is it OK to ask you Zac  Oh, | already looked at the calendar. Do you mind
a few things? if | take the same week as Harry?

Jenny Sure, go ahead. Jenny Hmm. That’s a bit of a problem, I’'m afraid. You

Zac  Could | possibly leave an hour early next can’t take the same vacation as another person.
Saturday? | have to travel to Boston for We won't have enough people here, so no,
a family party. I’'m sorry, you can’t.

Jenny Yes, no problem. We’re never very busy Zac Oh, OK then. I'll think about a different week.
after four o’clock. Jenny Great! Right—let’s clean this up, then.

3 [ZIETIA Practice the dialogue in exercise 2.

4 @ o2 [TEIETIE Complete the phrases from the dialogue. Then listen, check, and repeat.

Asking for permission

([ Jipossibly..2
™\

1 was if I could ... -
I— Doyou ifl..

Giving permission

Yes, no problem.

Sure, go

Yes, of course, but you (choose the dates) ...

Refusing permission

That’s a[: of a problem, I'm afraid. |
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5 Read the situations and write an appropriate request using the words in parentheses.

1 You want to go to a party tonight. (mind)

You ask: ?

2 You want to borrow your brother’s scooter. (OK)

You ask: ?

3 You want to have an extra day for your homework. (wondering)

You ask: ?

4 You want to open a window. (could)

You ask: ?

6 Take turns asking for permission and giving permission/ refusing permission
for the things in exercise 5. Give a reason for refusing.

7 [ZIETIA Student A: You are a teen. Ask for permission for the things below.
Student B: You are an adult. Give or refuse permission. Give a reason. Then switch roles.
1 You want to get a pet snake.
2 You want to invite four friends to sleep over at your house.
3 You want to go on vacation abroad with your friends.
4 You want to go late night shopping at the mall.

(I was wondering if we could get a pet snake? |
y Yes, of course! | love snakes!

P Foat the clo < TR
“

9 What other situations can AL SChOo/ [N home N Wory
you think of where you might

need to ask permission to do

something? In three minutes,

write your ideas in the mind

map for the different places.

> N ———————
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| [ZTI Imagine you want to ask permission to do something

at school. Use one of your ideas from the Beat the clock activity

or one of the ideas listed below. Take turns being the teacher

and student. Remember to use the phrases from Real English.

1 You want an extension on your essay. .

2 You want to miss the class test because you were sick last week. -
3 You want to do extra homework because you love English!
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