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78 Education: school

A The system

Most children in England and Wales follow this route in the state system (= free education).
Age
3 some go to nursery school
5 everyone starts primary school
11 pupils go to a secondary school (AmEng = high school). This may be a comprehensive ‘
(= mixed ability) or a grammar school (= children selected for their academic ability)
16  they leave school and get a job, or go to a college for vocational (= job) training, e.g.
hotel management, secretarial courses; or stay at school for two more years

£0 to university
18  they leave school and get a job or — go to a college for further education/training,
e.g. teaching, business studies.

Note:

* You go to school (as a pupil to study) and go to university (as a student to study). You
don’t use the definite article ‘the” here. Other expressions like this are go to bed (to
sleep); go into hospital (when you are ill); go to church (to pray / to worship).

In some arcas of the UK there are not many grammar schools.
There are also public schools. In fact, these are private, and parents pay to send their
children there. Some are expensive. About 5% of the population go to public schools.

B A school timetable

MON TUES WED

Le

Religious Maths Social
Education Education

Visual Art

English

(oreak)

History Science Music Science Geography

English Physical Maths

Education (PE)

History Maths Physical

Education

Visual Art French Englisk

* Maths is an abbreviation of mathematics.

As you can see, the pupils have five lessons every day, and altogether they do (= study)
eleven subjects a week plus Physical Education (PE). Every morning they have a twenty-
minute break. There are three terms (= periods of continuous work) in a school year, and
the timetable changes every year.

Note: Some words in English which end in ‘s” look plural, but in fact they are singular:
Maths isn’t my favourite subject, and physics is very difficult.

Most nouns of this type refer to subjects; other examples are economics and politics.
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Exercises

78.1 Here are some school subjects but the letters are mixed up. What are the subjects?
Example: MGREAN  Gleyman ... . . .

1 TAHMS 6 EHGORAGPY

2 IRTHOSY 7 RAT .

3 CNECSEI 8 SIMCU ...
4 NISGEHL . 9 EHNFCR ...

5 HOGTCEYNLO 10 NEOCCIOSM

78.2 How much can you remember? Try to answer these questions or complete the sentences
without looking at the opposite page.

At what age do children go to nursery school?

At what age do they start primary school?

When they go to secondary school it is either a grammar school ora ...................
At what age can English and Welsh children leave school?

According to the timetable the foreign languages studied is ..............

Not including PE, how many subjects do the children do?

What happens if children fail all the exams they take at the age of 16?2

What can they do if they pass all their exams at the age of 18?
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78.3 What about you and your country? Answer these questions.

Did you go to nursery school?

Do most children start primary school at the age of five?

Is the secondary school system similar or different?

How many subjects did/do you study at secondary school?
Did/do you study any subjects which are not included opposite?
What was/is your favourite subject?

How many lessons did/do you have every day?

Is/was your school a state school or public school?

At what age can you leave school?

How many terms are there in a school year?
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78.4 Complete these sentences with the correct expression.

1 When she was a child she went ........................ .. in a small village with only fifty other
pupils.

2 He didn’t go to school last term because he was very ill and he had to go

3 1 was very tired, so after I finished my homework I went ......... sisbeatssnesnieninte

4 When I left school Iwent ....................... . and studied medicine.

S Tt was a religious school, so we had to go ........................... quite a lot.

78.5 The next unit is about university and further education. Can you think of six subjects you
can study at university which you do not usually study at school? Write down your answers,
then turn to the next page.




